THE TIGER'S CUB
for military intervention, but neither he nor Foreign Minister Flandin
attempted to impose this view upon the cabinet. The military were
opposed to taking any action without full-scale mobilization. Flandin
wrote that "it was feared that energetic action by the Government
might create a threat of war at a time when the mood of the country
was, above all, pacific. In short, everyone thought of the reoccupation
of the Rhineland as a complication of domestic politics which would
have an effect on the elections." 50 After much discussion it was decided
that an appeal would be made to the League of Nations.
The elections of 1936 brought the Popular Front to power and if
they did not demand "all the places and at once", as in 1924, there was
still no room for Mandel in the new government. Although his firm
opposition to Germany and his attitude towards the Fascist leagues and
constitutional reform had reconciled him with the Radical-Socialists,
on most questions of internal policy he was still the enemy of the
Left. On the day Mandel turned over the ministry to his successor,
over 300 employees of the PTT demonstrated against him in the
halls of the building and in the street. They shouted curses at him
as he smilingly walked down the staircase and out into the street
to his car. As he drove away, the crowd began to sing the "Inter-
national".51
With the Popular Front in power, Mandel seemed to be facing
a long period out of office. He felt, however, that just as after
their electoral victories in 1924 and 1932, the Left would be unable
to carry out their policies and sooner or later a more moderate govern-
ment would be formed in which he was likely to play a part. In the
meantime, the Left would be putting into practice a foreign policy,
which, if not as vigorously anti-German as he would have liked, at
least was more in accord with his ideas than was the policy of appease-
ment and renunciation advocated by a large part of die Bight.
In an Armistice Day speech to his constituents in 1936, he called
for the acceleration of France's armaments programme and the trans-
formation of the Franco-Soviet pact into a direct military alliance.52
In a reference to the Popular Front's social policy, which had led to the
reduction in the number of hours worked and had slowed down
armaments production, he said it would be possible to turn France into
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